Donci¢ vs. Mavericks: Blockbuster Trade Fuels Record-Breaking Showdown

Tuesday night’s clash between the Los Angeles Lakers and Dallas Mavericks was more than just
another regular-season matchup—it was a spectacle fueled by drama, history, and a trade that
shook the NBA to its core. And fans were glued to their screens.

The highly anticipated showdown, which saw Lakers superstar Luka Donci¢ face his former
team for the first time since his shocking departure, drew an average of 2.5 million viewers
across TNT, truTV, and Max. At its peak, the audience swelled to 2.9 million, making it the
most-watched regular-season cable telecast of the 2024-25 season, outside of opening night.

The game itself lived up to the hype. Donci¢, showcasing the all-around brilliance that made him
a five-time All-NBA First Team selection, recorded a triple-double with 19 points, 15 rebounds,
and 12 assists. His efforts helped the Lakers secure a 107-99 victory, continuing their push as one
of the NBA’s hottest teams.

But this game was about more than the final score—it was about the stunning trade that led to
this moment.

The Trade That Shook the NBA

On Feb. 1, the Mavericks stunned the basketball world by sending Donci¢, the very player who
had led them to the NBA Finals just a season prior, to the Lakers. In return, Dallas received a
package centered around superstar big man Anthony Davis. The move was unprecedented.
Donci¢ was expected to be the face of the franchise for years to come, but in a shocking turn of
events, the Mavericks decided to go in a different direction.

The aftermath of the trade has been nothing short of fascinating. Now paired with LeBron James,
Donci¢ has helped the Lakers surge to a 35-21 record, winning 15 of their last 19 games. Just
days before his emotional reunion with Dallas, the Lakers made a statement with a dominant
123-100 road win over the defending champion Denver Nuggets.

A Matchup Fans Couldn’t Miss

The Lakers, already one of the league’s biggest draws, became must-watch television on Tuesday
thanks to the lingering emotions surrounding Don¢i¢’s exit from Dallas. Fans wanted to see how
he would perform against his former team, how the Mavericks would respond, and whether the
Lakers could continue their championship push.

In the end, the game delivered in every way—both on the court and in the ratings. And if this
first meeting was any indication, the Lakers-Mavericks rivalry is just getting started.
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